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To reduce the environmental impact of the
Conference, IBA and the Organizing
Committee have decided not to print
the conference schedule.

An online schedule, including real-time
updates, is available on the
IBA Conference website.

FOLLOW THIS LINK TO ACCESS
OR SCAN THE QR CODE

A summary of the programme, with
the day-by-day schedule, is also
available at this link.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_7B0rCDBvxRjyxi19HWyA00qOTdP0oh5/view?usp=sharing
https://conference.bearbiology.org/schedule/
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Registration opens on Sunday
afternoon and again on Monday
morning.

To help us manage the flow, please
come to the registration desk on
Sunday from 15:00 or on
Monday from 8:00

Please bring_your registration ticket

and a photo ID.

Please, EACH DAY, have your
badge ready at the entrance.



CONFERENCE ORGANIZING
COMMITTEE

Annette Mertens

REWILDING EUROPE

Daniela D'Amico, Antonio Di Nunzio, Luciano Sammarone
PARCO NAZIONALE D'ABRUZZO LAZIO E MOLISE

Daniela Gentile, Valerio Reale, Angela Tavone, Mario Cipollone
REWILDING APENNINES

Valeria Barbi, Serena Frau

SALVIAMO L'ORSO

In collaboration with Municipality of Pescasseroli

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM
COMMITEE MEMBERS

Piero Genovesi — Istituto Superiore per la Protezione e la Ricerca Ambientale
Vincenzo Gervasi - Istituto Superiore per la Protezione e la Ricerca Ambientale
Martyn Obbard - Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources

Fabien Quetier — Rewilding Europe

Alexandros Karamanlidis - Arcturos

Maria Psaralexi — Callisto Wildlife and Nature Conservation Society

Paolo Ciucci — University of Rome La Sapienza

Nishith Dharaiya - Centre of Excellence for Wildlife and Conservation Studies
Djuro Huber - University of Zagreb

Jenny Anne Glikman - Instituto de Estudios Sociales Avanzados (IESA-CSIC)
John Linnell - Norwegian Institute for Nature Research

Agnieszka Sergiel - Institute of Nature Conservation of Polish Academy of Sciences
Viviana Albarracin - Jukumari Conservation Program

Santiago Molina - Chocé-Andean Biosphere Reserve

Dr. Koji Yamazaki - Tokyo University of Agriculture

Frank van Manen - U.S. Geological Survey

Andrea Corradini - Fondazione Edmund Mach

Jerry Belant - Michigan State University | IBA Vice President Americas

IBA COUNCIL

Voting Members

President: Martyn Obbard (Canada)

Vice President Eurasia: Agnieszka Sergiel (Poland)

Vice President Americas: Jerry Belant (United States of AMerica)
Secretary: Emily Puckett (United States of America)
Treasurer: Greg Thiemann (canada)

Past-President: John Hechtel (United States of America)
Councillor: Andrea Corradini (Italy)

Councillor: Colleen Olfenbuttel (United States of America)
Councillor: Mark Edwards (Canada)

Councillor: Mihai Pop (Romania)

Councillor: Santiago Molina (Ecuador)

Councillor: Nuria Selva (Spain/Poland)

Ex-Officio Council - Non-Voting Members

Executive Director Jennapher Teunissen van Manen (United States of America)
International Bear News Managing Editor Mark Edwards (Canada)

Ursus Managing Editor Andrew Derocher (Canada)

IUCN Polar Bear Specialist Group Co-Chair Todd Atwood (United States of America)
IUCN Polar Bear Specialist Group Co-Chair Evan Richardson (Canada)



OUR

SPONSORS

The IBA 2026 conference is made possible by
the generous support of the organizations
listed below.

We extend our sincere thanks to our sponsors
and partners, whose contribution allows us to
host the international bear research and
management community here in Pescasseroli.

MAIN SUPPORTERS
. MINISTERO DELL'AMBIENTE
E DELLA SICUREZZA ENERGETICA

Birmingham Foundation

STEWARD SPONSORS
P the
eurgpean
R ot 8 naturetrst

A

GROUP

FRIENDS OF THEIBA
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LOCATIONS - Google Maps Link

Main Venue

Residence primula Gala Dinner - BSG Meeting

Public Iibrary_ Workshops

Cinema Film projections

Piazza Sant'Antonio Community Party; Meeting point Field trips
(Main town square)

Museo storico del Parco Workshop

Agriturismo Valle Cupa Meeting point Field trips

Centro Visita Pescasseroli Meeting point Field trips

(Park Visitor Center)
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https://maps.app.goo.gl/A9PcLaJJ5nKxPVsPA
https://maps.app.goo.gl/h718k8EqsSSVqk7q6
https://maps.app.goo.gl/h718k8EqsSSVqk7q6
https://maps.app.goo.gl/c3xkC1UjgmG29y3R7
https://maps.app.goo.gl/e1DjJoJqCnzJ4RKd6
https://maps.app.goo.gl/e1DjJoJqCnzJ4RKd6
https://maps.app.goo.gl/wvS5GYbiwqeZGRYf7
https://maps.app.goo.gl/W4qZwJrNRi5P9VY98
https://maps.app.goo.gl/nC1LhVmFkjtAuAKX6

PROGRAMME

Sunday 20 September 2026

SUNDAY, 20 SEPTEMBER 2026

LIFE Bear-Smart Corridors closing event, workshops and IBA opening - Main Venue

LIFE BEAR-SMART CORRIDORS CLOSING EVENT e Chair: Valeria Barbi

10:00 - 10:45  Greetings and opening remarks

10:45-11:14 Results and lessons learned

11:15-11:29  The project heritage: functioning and governance of Bear-
Smart Communities

11:30-12:14 Panel discussion with Bear-Smart Communities representatives
The future of the Marsican bear: seeking a possible balance

12:15-12:59  between range expansion and economic sustainability - Panel
Discussion

13:00-13:30  Closing remarks

13:30-14:00  Open discussion

Mario Cipollone -Rewilding
Apennines & Spyros Psaroudas,
Callisto

Valerio Reale - Rewilding
Apennines & Antonio Di
Nunzio - Abruzzo, Lazio and
Molise National Park

Moderates Daniela D'Amico -
Abruzzo, Lazio & Molise
National Park

Moderate Luciano Sammarone
- Abruzzo, Lazio & Molise NP
& Valerio Reale - Rewilding
Apennines

14:00 LIGHT LUNCH OFFERED

WORKSHOPS

15:00 - 17:00 Exploring human-wildlife coexistence approaches along
environmental gradients from peri-urban to wilderness
Conversation About Bear, From the Alps to the Apennines,

15:30 - 17:00 Between Words and Colors: one species, two contexts, a

single awareness

IBA OPENING

\YETRCIE

Public Library

Museo Storico del Parco,
in Italian

Annette Mertens, Rewildin

Europe; Valerio Reale, Rewilding
Apennines & Jennapher

Teunissen van Mane, IBA

15:00 Registrations OPEN
18:00 - 18:29  Welcome address
18:30—18:59  The Long Walk of the Bears: four thousand years

of isolation, one century of conservation

19:00 - 20:30

ICE BREAKER — WELCOME APERITIVO

Daniela Gentile & Roberta
Latini, Abruzzo, Lazio & Molise
National Park

19:00 - 20:30 Marsican bear population estimate — short film, on a loop

29TH IBA CONFERENCE

MONDAY, 21



PROGRAMME

Monday 21 September 2026 - REGISTRATIONS OPEN AT 8:00

MONDAY, 21SEPTEMBER 2026

Main Venue

OPENING SESSION ¢ Chair:Lana Ciarniello

09:00 - 09:29
09:30 - 09:59
10:00 - 10:29
10:30 - 10:59

Greetings and Introduction

Invited talk - A critical review of the Apennine brown bear
status — 18 years after: gains in knowledge yet uncertain
conservation outcomes

Invited talk -The updated abundance estimate for the Apennine

brown bear reveals the drivers and limits of its slow expansion

Invited talk -Recovering in isolation: dynamics of the Alpine
brown bear population over two decades post-reintroduction

Paolo Ciucci, University of
Rome La Sapienza

Vincenzo Gervasi, ISPRA

Marco Salvatori, MUSE Trento

11:00 - 11:29 MORNING COFFEE BREAK

BEARBEHAVIOUR ° Chair: Nishith Dharaiya

11:30-11:44
11:45 - 11:59
12:00 - 12:14
12:15 - 12:29
12:30 - 12:44
12:45 - 12:59

A comprehensive investigation into the role of the brown bear
in the dispersal of plants in the Pyrenean mountains

Beyond space use: drivers of dynamic encounter behavior in
female brown bears

Inferring reproductive status and litter loss in brown bears
using machine learning on GPS-collar-derived data

Marking Behavior as a Tool for Andean Bear Conservation:
Evidence from Field-Validated SDMs

Have Scandinavian brown bears reduced the availability of
their preferred den type?

Context-dependent behaviour and connectivity of brown bears
across Europe

Cécile Vanpé, French
Biodiversity Agency (OFB)

Jenny Hansen, Norwegian
Institute for Nature Research

Lucie Lemiere, University of
Inland Norway

Eva Filipczykova, Czech
University of Life Sciences
Prague

Sabrina Manchi, Maiella
National Park

Pino Garcia Sanchez,
Nottingham Trent University

13:00 — 14:29 LUNCHBREAKON YOUROWN

MOVEMENT ECOLOGY AND DEMOGRAPHY ¢ Chair: Paolo Ciucci

14:30 — 14:44
14:45 - 14:59
15:00 - 15:14
15:15 - 15:29

Understanding natal dispersal patterns in an expanding grizzly
bear population

Beyond Borders: the Apennine brown bear Monitoring
Network as a model for overcoming administrative
fragmentation and delivering key conservation outcomes

Community-Based Work and Spatially Explicit Capture-
Recapture Models to Assess the And)éan Bear Population in
the Guacharos-Puracé Conservation Corridor Regional Natural
Park, Colombian Massif

Unmarked but not unseen: Estimating density of American
black bears and grizzly bears in Yellowstone National Park,
USA using camera traps

29TH IBA CONFERENCE

Cecily Costello, Montana Fish,
Wildlife & Parks

Daniela Gentile, Abruzzo and
Molise Bear Monitoring
Network

Andrés Vargas Arboleda,
Instituto Alexander von
Humboldt

Oscar Dalling, Montana State
University

MONDAY, 21 - CONTINUED
_—



PROGRAMME

Monday 21 September 2026

15:30 — 15:44 Development of a Cost-Effective, Robust, and Timely Method
for Estimating Brown Bear Abundance: A Novel Approach
Combining periodic Genetic Census Estimates and Modeling
Based on Long-Term Mortality Data

15:45 — 15:59 From Protection to Active Coexistence: The First Quantitative
Density Estimate and Range Expansion of Endangered Asiatic
Black Bears in Eastern Taiwan

Klemen Jerina, University of
Ljubljana

Hsin-Chien Tsai, Formosan
Wild Sound Conservation
Science Center

16:00 - 16:24 AFTERNOON COFFEE BREAK

HABITAT RELATIONSHIPS AND BEHAVIOUR - SPEED TALKS e Chair: Annette Mertens

16:25 — 16:32 Intrinsic and extrinsic factors associated with haematological
parameters in brown bears in the Greater Yellowstone
Ecosystem

16:33-16:40  The sweet spots of risky mountains: individual variation in
brown bear spring forays to reindeer calving grounds

16:41 — 16:48 Bioenergetics, Behaviour, and Habitat Functionality:
Comparing Brown Bears in the Alpine and Dinaric-Balkan
Regions

16:49 — 16:56 Fluctuating beech mast drives spatial behavior and damage
risk in brown bears

16:57 - 17:04 Denning of brown bears in the Tatra Mts: Method matters

17:05 - 17:12 Movement Dynamics and Habitat Suitability of the Gobi Bear
in Mongolia

17:13-17:20  Bridging welfare and rewilding: developing a pre-release
program for rescued bears in Southeast Asia

Andrea Corradini, Fondazione
Edmund Mach

Cecilia Di Bernardi, Swedish
University of Agricultural
Sciences

Stefano Filacorda, University of
Udine

Clara Tattoni, University of
Insubria

Tomasz Zwijacz-Kozica, Tatra
National Park

Bayasgalan Amgalan, National
University of Mongolia

Zachary David, Free the Bears

17:21 - 18:00 LOGISTICS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS & POSTER MOUNTING SET UP

18:00 - POSTER SESSION

Main Venue, Pescasseroli

Aperitivo among the posters - Offered

29TH IBA CONFERENCE

TUESDAY, 22
—_—



PROGRAMME

Tuesday 22 September 2026

TUESDAY, 22 SEPTEMBER 2026

Main Venue

COMMUNITY-BASED COEXISTENCE ¢ Chair: Jenny Glikman

09:00 - 09:14 The LIFE Bear-Smart Corridors Project and the history of the Mario Cipollone, Rewilding
BSC, from British Columbia to the central Apennine Apennines
09:15 - 09:44 Invited talk - Coexistence: an overview Alexandra Zimmermann

Valerio Reale, Rewilding
Apennines & Antonio Di
Nunzio, Abruzzo, Lazio and
Molise National Park

09:45 - 09:59 The governance of Bear Smart Communities

10:00 — 10:14 The role of tourism in shaping coexistence among the Bear Bérénice Guinel, Rewilding
Smart Communities Apennines

10:15 - 10:29 Defining Co-existence with the Southernmost population of Martina Jakubchik-Paloheimo,
Wabusk (Polar Bears) from an Omushkego Cree Perspective York University

10:30 - 10:44 Lessons, challenges and opportunities for human-brown bear Carlos Bautista, Institute of
coexistence in the Polish Carpathians Nature Conservation PAS

10:45 - 10:59 Pill-on, surprise

09:00 - 11:00 STUDENT AUCTION — ITEM DROP OFF AT THE INFOPOINT

11:00 - 11:29 MORNING COFFEE BREAK

11:30 - 11:44 Practical Pathways Toward Human-Bear Coexistence Serena Frau, Salviamo |'Orso

11:45-11:59  The functioning and effectiveness of Bear Intervention Teams

in the Bear Smart Communities in Greece and Italy Maria Psaralexi, Callisto NGO

12:00 - 12:29 Invited talk -The challenging conservation of the brown bear in  cjaudio Groff, Provincia
Trentino, Italian Alps: a balance 25 years after the reintroduction Autonoma diTrento

12:30 — 12:44 Who lives, who dies, who returns? Demographic bias in brown  Mihai Pop, University of

bear emergency interventions in Romania Bucharest
12:45 — 12:59 Learnin}g| principles to support use of aversive conditioning to Colleen St. Clair, University of
reduce human-bear conflict Alberta

13:00 — 14:29 LUNCHBREAKON YOUROWN

COMMUNITY-BASED COEXISTENCE — CONTINUED ¢ Chair: Viviana Albarracin Davalos

14:30 - 14:44 Unravelling the black box of stakeholder interaction in Dimitris Bormpoudakis, Callisto
participatory processes: a methodological approach focusing NGO '
on Bear Smart Communities

14:45 - 14:59 Perceiving bear risks: incorporating community dynamics into Danny Kosiba for Yue Yu,
conservation planning University of Michigan

15:00 - 15:14 Behavior-Informed, Community-Led Mitigation of Human-
Himalayan Brown Bear Conflict in a High-Altitude, Militarised
Landscape of the Western Himalaya

Muzammil Hussain, Himalayan
Brown Bear Trust

TUESDAY, 22 - CONTINUED

10 29TH IBA CONFERENCE



PROGRAMME

Tuesday 22 September 2026

15:15-15:29  Brown bear attacks on humans in Trentino, the Italian Alps Alessandro Brugnoli, Provincia
Autonoma di Trento
15:30 — 15:44 Black bears on the Navajo Nation: ecology, culture, and Deandra Jones, University of
community perspectives Arizona
15:45 — 15:59 What makes a habitat a home? Social-ecological suitability of Danny Kosiba, University of

grizzly bear reintroduction in the North Cascades Ecosystem Washington

16:00 - 16:24 AFTERNOON COFFEE BREAK

COMMUNITY-BASED COEXISTENCE — SPEED TALKS ¢ Chair: Fabien Quetier

11

16:25 - 16:32 Climbing mountains for the Andean bear Santiago Molina, CONDESAN
From conflict to coexistence: applying science to Bear Smart o g

16:33 — 16:40 management in a shared human-bear landscape in southwest Eznnasﬁlc?r:”'e”c" Aklak Wildlife
British Columbia, Canada 9

16:41 - 16:48 Reducing bear conflicts through attractant prioritization 'ﬁ‘/lr:)”nataaa;ze' University of

16:49 — 16:56 A global systematic review of human-bear negative Naima Dalpiaz, Institute of
interactions across species Nature Conservation PAS

16:57 - 17:04 Monitoring grizzly bear responses to landfill fencing in an Fay d'Eon-Eggertson,
Arctic community University ot Victoria

17:05-17:12 Sharing the land with bears: rural perspectives across a :
gradient of coexistence in Spain ISR el
Transforming human-bear coexistence from the bottom up:

17:13-17:20 integrating human and non-human animal perspectives into Paula Mayer, ETH Zurich
local coexistence strategies

17:21-17:28 Human-bear interactions in the Andes: evidence, expert Roxana Rojas-Vera Pinto,
insights, and management challenges University of Reading

17:29-17:36  An evaluation of novel polar bear deterrents Eyl.e Garrett, Brigham Young

niversity

17:37 - 17:44  WADAS: bridging technology and human-bear coexistence ﬁg:sago Dell'Osa, Salviamo

17:45-17:52 Patterns and drivers of brown bear visits to human settlements  |zabela Fedyn, University of
revealed by community reports Agriculture in Krakow

18:00 - 20:00 STUDENT MINGLE WITH A MENTOR SESSION — REGISTRATION REQUIRED

21:30 - 23:00

Main Venue - Registration required

FILM PROJECTION —-L'ESTATE DELL'ORSA MAGGIORE (ITA / ENG SUBS)

Cinema - Limited places Arrive early

29TH IBA CONFERENCE

WEDNESDAY, 23
—_—



12

PROGRAMME

Wednesday 23 September 2026

WEDNESDAY, 23 SEPTEMBER 2026

Mid-week field trips, workshops and community party

MID-WEEK FIELD TRIPS ¢ Meeting points are allin Pescasseroli, as indicated for each trip

08:00 Villetta Barrea Piazza Sant'Antonio (main square)
08:00 Pettorano sul Gizio Piazza Sant'Antonio (main square)
08:00 Ortona dei Marsi Piazza Sant'Antonio (main square)
08:30 Creste di lorio, from Pescasseroli Centro Visita (Park Visitor Centre)
08:30 The ancient forest of Pescasseroli In front of Agriturismo Valle Cupa

WORKSHOPS ¢ Pubilic Library, Viale Principe di Napoli13

09:00 - 11:00 Evolving human-bear coexistence: why and how participatory approaches succeed

11:30 - 13:30 Connect Within, Communicate Beyond: a psychological path to nature.
How psychology and communication can shape our relationship with nature

15:00 - 17:00 Co-creating emerging technologies for bear conservation and management

18:00 - 20:00 Trophy hunting and bear conservation — Panel discussion, main venue

COMMUNITY PARTY -from 20:00

Main Square, Piazza Sant'Antonio, Pescasseroli

Tasting of local products - Local food trucks

Folk music by the Orchestra Popolare del Parco

THURSDAY, 24

29TH IBA CONFERENCE



PROGRAMME

Thursday 24 September 2026

THURSDAY, 24 SEPTEMBER 2026

Student auction item drop off 09:00-11:00, InfoPoint
GENETICS AND PHYSIOLOGY ¢ Chair: Agnieszka Sergiel

09:00 - 09:29 Invited talk - Long-term genetic and spatial insights into the

conservation of the isolated Apennine brown bear population " 2trizia Giangregorio, ISPRA

09:30 — 09:44 The genomics of the Apennine brown bear: evolutionary and Giorgio Bertorelle, University
conservation insights of Ferrara

09:45 - 09:59 Foraging strategies of grizzly bears: insights from stable Elise Loggers, Montana State
isotopes in a dynamic ecosystem University

10:00 - 10:14 Reproductive strategies and maternal trade-offs: insights from  Ashlee Mikkelsen, Lund

Scandinavian brown bears University

10:15-10:29  Genomic erosion and epigenetic resilience in the critically lan Bonapace, University of
endangered Apennine brown bear population Insubria

10:30 - 10:44 Estimating brown and black bear abundance from noninvasive  Marcella Willett, Columbia
genetic monitoring: a synthesis University

10:45 - 10:59 High-throughput standardised bear genotyping for genetic Marta De Barba, University of
monitoring and common databases Ljubljana

11:00 - 11:29 MORNING COFFEE BREAK

COEXISTENCE AND A CHANGING CLIMATE e Chair: Santiago Molina

11:30 — 11:44 The power of cooperation: large-scale Andean bear occupancy  Robert Marquez, Andean Bear

monitoring Conservation Alliance
11:45 - 11:59 The movement ecology of grizzly bears facing novel human Michelle McLellan, University
disturbance from hydropower construction of British Columbia

12:00 - 12:14  Fecal DNA methylation enables age estimation in brown bears ~ >hiori Nakamura, Hokkaido

University
12:15-12:29  Bioenergetic modelling as a tool in polar bear conservation .ll‘.glr‘iosrft?mher' University of
12:30 - 12:44 Environmental drivers of epigenetic variation in brown bears: Laura Gramolini, National
insights beyond genetic adaptation Research Council CNR
12:45 - 12:59 Climatic and productivity correlates of brown bear damage Ana Morales-Gonzalez,
across Europe's temperate ecosystems over the past two Institute of Nature
decades Conservation PAS

13:00 - 14:29 LUNCHBREAKON YOUR OWN

POPULATION ESTIMATION AND DEMOGRAPHY ¢ Chair: Vincenzo Gervasi

14:30 — 14:44 ExEIaining recent increases of grizzly bears in central Alberta: John Boulanger, Integrated
habitat dynamics, demographics, and translocation Ecological Research

THURSDAY, 24 - CONTINUED
_—

13 29TH IBA CONFERENCE
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PROGRAMME

Friday 25 September 2026

FRIDAY, 25 SEPTEMBER 2026

Student auction item drop off 09:00-11:00, InfoPoint
HABITAT RELATIONSHIPS ¢ Chair:Frank T.van Manen

09:00 - 09:29
09:30 - 09:44
09:45 - 09:59
10:00 - 10:14
10:15 - 10:29
10:30 - 10:44
10:45 - 10:59

Invited talk - The Scandinavian Brown Bear Project: 40 years of
research, then to now and beyond

Spatiotemporal responses of a mammal community to human
activity in the Romanian Carpathians

Bridging the research-implementation gap: 20 years of a
toolkit to inform grizzly bear conservation, management, and
industry operation decision-making

Protein-powered grizzly bears: season length, dietary, and
density effects on growth

Using ensemble modelling for predicting habitat suitability of
sun bears in the Kampar Peninsula, Sumatra

EIucidatinﬁ bear eco-evolutionarP/ dynamics using ecological
and morphological evolutionary [andscapes

Dynamic occupancy estimates from Andean bear imagery
along an elevational gradient in SE Peru

Jonas Kindberg, Norwegian
Institute for Nature Research

Andrei Dinu, University of
Montana

Dario Fernandez-Bellon, fRI
Research

Kelly Forrester, University of
Alberta

David Lee, University of South
Wales

Davide Tamagnini, University
of Rome La Sapienza

Russell Van Horn, San Diego
Zoo Wildlife Alliance

11:00 - 11:25 MORNING COFFEE BREAK

MANAGEMENT, CONSERVATION AND HABITAT RELATIONSHIPS — SPEED TALKS ¢ Chair: A. Karamanlidis

11:25 - 11:32
11:33 - 11:40
11:41-11:48
11:49 - 11:56
11:57 — 12:04
12:05-12:12
12:13 -12:20
12:21 - 12:28
12:29 - 12:36

A genetic recovery cascade at Europe's southern edge: 25
years of the Hellenic Bear Register

Parentage-based poi)ulation estimation and genetic diversity
in an extremely small population of Asian black bears on
Shikoku Island

Fatty acid metabolism of life-sustaining brainstem regions in
brown bears

Goldilocks or Anna Karenina? Bear management principles and
policies

Eating the Anthropocene: brown bears and the hidden threat
of microplastics

Bears as dynamic omnivores under global change

When humans are gone: Andean bear occupancy patterns and
efftlactsgrom COVID-19 lockdown in the Chingaza Massif,
Colombia

Niche variation in polar bears across heterogeneous sea-ice
environments

Synthesizing published climate change projections to inform
giant panda conservation

29TH IBA CONFERENCE

Alexandros Karamanlidis,
ARCTUROS

Naoki Ohnishi, Forestry and
Forest Products Research
Institute

Lana Paden, University of
Zagreb

Robin Rigg, Slovak Wildlife
Society

Shannon Finnegan, Ocean
Plastics Recovery

Nuria Selva, Estacion Biologica
de Donana CSIC

Ivan Vela Vargas, Instituto
Alexander von Humboldt

Chloe Warret Rodrigues,
University of Manitoba

Germar Gonzalez, San Diego
Zoo Wildlife Alliance

FRIDAY, 25 - CONTINUED
 ———



PROGRAMME

Friday 25 September 2026

12:37 - 12:44

12:45 -12:52

Stable isotope analysis reveals physiological strategies for
body water management in polar bears

Multi-scale response of grizzly bear habitat selection to
harvested forests and fire disturbance

Patricia Schenke, Old
Dominion University

Milan Vinks, Montana Fish,
Wildlife and Parks

13:00 — 14:29 LUNCHBREAKON YOUROWN

MANAGEMENT AND CONSERVATION e Chair: Piero Genovesi

14:30 - 14:44
14:45 - 14:59
15:00 — 15:14
15:15 — 15:29
15:30 — 15:44

15:45-16:16

A data-driven framework for Andean bear distribution and
conservation: the Collaborative Range-Wide Priority Setting
(RWPS 2.0) Project

History of polar bear exploitation in Canada: hunt types and
periods, data sources, and research needs

An effort to standardize English common names of bear
species

All hands on deck: combining multiple data streams to uncover
demographic consequences of intense brown bear hunting

Quantifying recovery of British Columbia's South Selkirk grizzly
bear population

AFTERNOON COFFEE BREAK

Kym Gopp, Andean Bear
Conservation Alliance

Jeff Higdon, Higdon Wildlife
Consulting

Jon Swenson, Norwegian
University of Life Sciences

Chloe Nater, Norwegian
Institute for Nature Research

Michael Proctor, Birchdale
Ecological

MANAGEMENT, CONSERVATION AND CO-EXISTENCE — SPEED TALKS e Chair: Koji Yamazaki

16:17 - 16:24
16:25 - 16:32
16:33 - 16:40
16:41 - 16:48
16:49 - 16:56
16:57 - 17:04

The role of bears in biodiversity conservation of the Annamite
Bioregion

Developing a social-ecological systems approach to managing
black bears in Michigan, USA

The Presence-Tolerance Model as a tool to manage people-
Andean bear coexistence

Social and cultural analysis of language used in discourse
about bear conservation: implications for policy and protection

Sun bears and moon bears: naming myths and an untold story

More than numbers: human-bear coexistence, institutional
trust and civil society in Slovakia

16 29TH IBA CONFERENCE

Xiaoxing Bian for Lorraine
Scotson, Saola Foundation

Anna Miller, Utah State
University

Isaac Goldstein, Andean Bear
Conservation Alliance

Carolyn Mahan, Pennsylvania
State University

David Garshelis, IUCN SSC
Bear Specialist Group

Michal Haring, Comenius
University Bratislava

FRIDAY, 25 - CONTINUED
—_—
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PROGRAMME

Friday 25 September 2026

MANAGEMENT, CONSERVATION AND CO-EXISTENCE — SPEED TALKS, CONTINUED ¢ Chair: Koji Yamazaki

17:05-17:12
17:13-17:20
17:21 -17:28
17:29 - 17:36
17:37 - 17:44
17:45-17:52
17:53 - 18:02
18:03 -18:10

18:10 - 18:30

Quantifyin? adaptive potential for Ursus americanus and Ursus
maritimus for the Global Biodiversity Framework

What drives consortship patterns in male Asian black bears?

Quantitative measures of body size and body condition from
wild Andean bears in Peru

Comparative home-range estimation and protected-area
overlap of Andean bears in central and northern Ecuador

From trial to framework: giant panda translocation and
adaptive management

Biodiversity conservation and institutional alignment:
rethinking Apennine bear conservation through coordinated
conservation governance

Opﬁortunities and challenges in applying conservation
technologies for grizzly bears: lessons from the BearlD Project

Predators and scavengers: polar bears as marine carrion
providers

Conference Closing Remarks

20:00 GALA DINNER & DANCE
Student Fundraiser Silent Auction

Residence Primula

29TH IBA CONFERENCE

Ellen Houston, University of
Memphis

Hiroto Masaki, Tokyo
University of Agriculture

Denisse Mateo Chero, San
Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance

Javier Torres-Jimenez,
UCLouvain

Xiaoxing Bian, San Diego Zoo
Wildlife Alliance

Stefano Civitarese Matteucci,
University of Chieti-Pescara

Melanie Clapham, Nanwakolas
Council

Holly Gamblin, University of
Manitoba




POSTERS

Monday 21 September 2026 - Main Venue

Temporal and spatial co-existence of Andean bear (Tremarctos ornatus) with
three felid species in an anthropized Inter-Andean dry forest in Bolivia

Seeing the unseen: how camera trap placement, harvesting pressure and
habitat features shape large mammal detection

Quantitative measures of body size and body condition from wild Andean
bears in Peru

Application of novel genomic methodologies to non-invasively identify fine-
scale forage of brown bear (Ursus arctos) in southwest Alaska

Monitoring the behaviour and phenology of polar bears at den emergence

Understanding bear necessities: one-year monitoring of a pair of zoo-housed
brown bears

Bear Jaws and Claws: A Biomechanical Breakdown

Would an interconnected system of critical conservation areas enhance long-
term survival of a simulated Apennine brown bear metapopulation?

and
Taiwan

Unusual behavioral patterns observed in a female with cubs

Systemic Streptococcus gallolyticus infection in a Marsican brown bear (Ursus
arctos marsicanus): a case study

Reconstructing attitudes toward the Apennine Brown Bear (Ursus arctos
marjiclanus): A sentiment analysis approach using Al-Based Vision-Language
Models

Coexisting with Bears Through Ecosystem Stewardship: Engaging Communities

Beyond Conflict

Breaking the Cycle of Food Conditioning: Unexpected Outcomes from an
Apennine Brown Bear Translocation in the Maiella National Park, Italy

Patterns of brown bear (Ursus arctos) visits to human settlements provide
insights for human-wildlife coexistence

Spatiotemporal influence of dominant grizzly bears on subordinate bears in
Kananaskis Country, Alberta, Canada: evidence for the human shield
hypothesis across intra- and interspecific interactions

29TH IBA CONFERENCE

Navigating the Anthropogenic Edge: Post-Release Homing, Winter Dormancy,
onflict Recurrence of Asiatic Black Bears (Ursus thibetanus formosanus) in

Mariana Almaraz Alandia,
Andean Carnivore
Conservation Program

Giulia Amato, University of
Udine

Denisse Mateo Chero, San
Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance

Noah Andexler, Northern
Michigan University

Louise Archer, University of
Toronto / Polar Bears
International

Francesca Bandoli, Giardino
Zoologico di Pistoia

Fern Bendio

Livia Chavko

Po-Jen Chiang

Dusko Cirovi¢

Stefania Salucci

Elisa Desiato

Giovanna Di Domenico

Giovanna Di Domenico

Manuel Diaz Fernadndez

Kayla Doucette
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POSTERS

Monday 21 September 2026 - Main Venue

Modelling hunting mortality risk: lessons from a hunted brown bear population
in Europe

Validation of grizzly bear hair hormone profiles as a tool to monitor population
demographics

From Tradition to Transition: The Future of Czech Castle Bears

Tourism pressure and human-bear coexistence: changing visitor knowledge
and management preferences in the Tatra National Park (Poland)

To what extent do local economies depend on the Cantabrian brown bears?

An HTS-based microsatellite panel for individual profiling in the genetically
depauperate Apennine brown bear (Ursus arctos marsicanus)

A first road-kill analysis along the State Road 690 to secure Apennine brown
bear dispersal in Central Italy

Bear Tracks Ahead: Predicting Trail Crossings and Use for Grizzly Bears in
Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks, USA

Do social encounters between males shape male dominance hierarchies in
brown bears in Scandinavia?

Community-Mediated Drivers of Brown Bear Space Use in the Romanian
Carpathians

Rescue of Farm Bears and Operation of a Sanctuary Led by the Korea National
Park Service

Bridging the Gap: Integrating Occupancy Modeling and Community Outreach
for Bear Conservation in Jumla, Nepal

Spatial connectivity of brown bear (Ursus arctos) in the Pyrenees, based on
post-release behaviour of translocated individuals

Tick Infestation Dynamics and Hematological Im?act of Rickettsia spp. in Asiatic
Black Bear (Ursus thibetanus ussuricus) in Republic of Korea

Identifying Core Habitats and Potential Corridors for Reintroduced Asiatic
black bear, South Korea

Range-wide Genetic Structure and Diversity of Asian Black Bear (Ursus
thibetanus) in Japan

29TH IBA CONFERENCE

Daniele Falcinelli

Dario Fernandez-Bellon

Eva Filipczykova

Anna Filipowska

Marina Gaona

Patrizia Giangregorio

Simone Giovacchini

Matthew Gould

Andreas Zedrosser

Hannah Hess

Woo-Chan Jang

Rabin K.C.

Lola Dugourgeot

Kiyoon Kim

Tae-wook Kim

Ririko KOIDO
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POSTERS

Monday 21 September 2026 - Main Venue

“Do We Have a Choice?” A Multispecies Ethnography on Returning Brown
Bears in Rural Latvia

Exploratory analyses of behavioral patterns in radio-collared brown bears in
Abruzzo, Italy

Comparative Analysis of Reproductive Microbiome in Female Asiatic Black
Bears (Ursus thibetanus) and Sun Bears (Helarctos malayanus): A 16S Full-length
Sequencing Approach

Development of an Advanced Sperm Biobank for the Conservation of
Endangered Asiatic Black Bears in South Korea

Missing the Point: Consequences of behavioral bias in GPS telemetry data

Neurotoxicity thresholds for non-essential trace elements: assessing risk in
bears

Living among Bears: Human Dimensions of Conflict Among Missoula’s
Unhoused Community

Landscape Genetic Structure of the Asian Black Bear in the Ina Valley, Japan:
Implications for wildlife management

Developing Novel Methods and Improving Existing Ones to Stop the Increase
in Human-Bear Conflicts in Finland: Supplementing Electricity with Human
Sound Playbacks

Characterization of an informative SNP panel for individual discrimination in the
critically endangered Apennine brown bear (Ursus arctos marsicanus)
population using Molecular Inversion Probe-based next-generation sequencing

Dietary History of Captured Asiatic Black Bears in Nagano, Japan: Implications
for Human-Bear Conflict Management

From captivity to the wild: Rehabilitation conditions influence habitat selection
of orphaned brown bears in human-dominated landscapes

Human-Bear Conflict Shapes Local Attitudes toward Wildlife Conservation in
the Kashmir Himalaya

Hair as a Potential Non-Invasive Indicator of Renal Mercury Accumulation in
Brown Bears

29TH IBA CONFERENCE

Nikija Kronberga

Daniela Gentile

Mirim Kwon

Jeong-jin Yang

Elise Loggers

Joanna Macur

Alexandrea Manuel

Takuma MATSUMOTO

Kasper Mickos

Nadia Mucci

Rumiko NAKASHITA

Lara Naves-Alegre

Tawqir Bashir

Ena Oster
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POSTERS

Monday 21 September 2026 - Main Venue

Parasitological survey in faecal samples from Marsican brown bear (Ursus arctos
marsicanus) in the Abruzzo, Lazio and Molise National Park (central Italy)

Temporal changes in perceptions around sharing the landscape with bears in
the Cantabrian Mountains

When protected areas are not enough: human pressure inside protected areas
disrupts animal spatial behaviours

Human dimensions and bear density data predict human-bear conflict hotspots

Predicting current and future food resource richness using community science
data to inform restoration feasibility for a long-absent apex consumer in
California

Coexistence Under Pressure: farmers' perceptions, emotions, and informal
information

Berries and Bullets: influence of food and mortality risk on grizzly bears in
British Columbia

Urban Black Bear Coexistence in Northeastern Mexico: Ecology, One Health
and Governance

Best practices for human-Andean bear interaction data collection and reporting

From bears to rodents: seed dispersal by brown bears promotes trophic
facilitation in a human-dominated landscape

Memory or environment? Personality shapes space-use strategies in European
brown bears

Habitat Use of Visibly ngptomatic Mange-Afflicted Black Bears (Ursus
americanus) from Trail Camera Data in the Appalachian Mountains of Virginia

Haematological reference intervals for free-ranging brown bears in the Greater
Yellowstone Ecosystem

Distribution and habitat suitability of sloth bears Melursus ursinus in Bardia —
Banke Complex, Nepal

29TH IBA CONFERENCE

Barbara Paoletti

Maria Parraga

Aida Parres lluch

Taylor Peltier

Alex Mclnturff

Mihai POP

Michael Proctor

Andres Rios

Roxana Rojas-Vera Pinto

Héctor Ruiz-Villar

Luca Russo

Isabella Sciarrino

Agnieszka Sergiel

Jyoti Sharma
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POSTERS

Monday 21 September 2026 - Main Venue

Age estimation based on DNA methylation levels in liver and muscle

Forensic DNA analysis for identification of a brown bear involved in repeated
fatal human attacks in Hokkaido, Japan.

Evaluation of lingual cuff placement for non-invasive oscillometric blood
pressure monitoring in anaesthetised brown bears (Ursus arctos)

Partitioning Human and Brown Bear Niches: Interactive Effects of Biological
and Social Drivers on Movement Corridors in the Alpine Region

Climate-driven pulses of desert corridor by American black bears (Ursus
americanus): a dynamic occupancy framework

Using proximity-sensors on GPS collars to explore predation and reveal fine-
scale predator-prey behavior: A case study from Scandinavia

Estimating the Willingness to Pay for the Ecosystem services provided by the
Brown bear

Study design considerations and recommendations when studying American
black bears (Ursus americanus) via hair snares

Population Density and Potential Sarcoptic Mange Transmission in American
Black Bears: A Spatial Capture-Recapture Study in the Appalachian Mountains
of Virginia

Population resilience vs. increasin%mortality: A multi-method demography of
brown bear in the Western Carpathians

Conservation Program: Educating to Conserve the Ukuku (Andean bear)

Modeling brown bear damage across Europe: a comparative study between
ltaly and Bulgaria

Safeguarding Bhutan Bears: A Critical Step for Ecosystem Health

The efficacy of electric fencing in preventing polar bear incursions around
remote equipment and a municpal landfill

Viral surveillance in the critically endangered Apennine brown bear (Ursus
arctos marsicanus): results from standardized post-mortem monitoring (2013-
2025)

29TH IBA CONFERENCE

Michito SHIMOZURU

Yuri SHIRANE

Raffaele Silani

Sydney Stephens

Sydney Stephens

Aimee Tallian

Clara Tattoni

Abigail Tiemkey

Madison Thurber

Nikola Tkacova

Marie Elise Sallat

Stefania Volani

Sonam Wangchuk

Geoffrey York

Valentina Zenobia



That's the week!

Six days, one valley, and a
considerable amount of bear

talk ;)

Thank you for bringing
it to Pescasseroli.

("

CONFERENCE ON-CALL,
24H - LOGISTIC EMERGENCY
VALERIO REALE

+39 3348360944

MEDICAL ORSAFETY
EMERGENCY
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Birmingham
Foundation

The Birmingham Foundation’s mission is to
support charitable organizations exempt
from taxation under Section 501(c)(3) and
Section 170(b)(1)(A) (other than in clauses
(vii) and (vii)) of the Internal Revenue Code,
or their successor provisions, whose
efforts are direct to protect and restore
North America’s grizzly bear populations
by conserving wildlife habitat.

29TH IBA CONFERENCE



Safari Club
International

Steward Sponsor

SCl Foundation’s mission is to ensure the future of wildlife through conservation, education, and
hunting. Through science